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Knox, Alan B.  
Professor Emeritus of education leadership, University of Wisconsin-Madison (USA) 
 
Professor Knox has been a prominent American university administrator, faculty 
member, author, editor and speaker for many decades. His special interest is 
international comparative analysis regarding guiding and evaluating professional 
development activities for adults. He has served in leadership roles at five US universities 
and several professional associations in the field.  He has long been active in the 
International Society for Comparative Adult Education - ISCEA (www.iscae.org). He was 
chair the Department of Continuing and Vocational Education at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and the Chair of the Teaching Academy. He has been consulting 
editor for the series on New Directions for Adult and Continuing Education which he 
initiated in 1979 and for which he served as editor-in-chief until 1984. He also initiated 
the Adult Education Research Conference and served as its chair. He is a past president of the American 
Association for Adult and Continuing Education (1984-1985) and has chaired national commissions on adult 
education. Honors include the Adult Education Association's 1977 and 1980 Okes Award for outstanding 
research and the 1980 Syracuse University School of Education distinguished alumnus award. 
 

Performance quartet: world music and collaborative boundary crossing for 
continuing higher education 
 
Today, we probably share some assumptions about effective, collaborative continuing education for beneficial 
exchanges across various borders. 
 
1. The art and science of planning, conducting, and evaluating educational opportunities for adults of every age 
and walk of life, includes attention to attitudes and skills as well as knowledge. 
2. Helping adults learn is a performing art, especially for comparative analysis across geographic and cultural 
borders as adults strive to narrow the gap between their current and desired proficiencies. 
3. The performing arts can serve as a boundary spanning metaphor for continuing higher education 
stakeholders, because a successful impresario understands that having an audience allows: selecting performers 
and a director, who use historic and contemporary works of international composers, and support from patrons, 
to stage the performance, for the benefit of the audience. 
 
AUDIENCE- The audience for the range of performing arts generally is very diverse, such as:  theater, chorus, 
film, and television; folk festival, opera, rock concert, musical comedy, classical play, and a performance of 
baroque music on period Instruments. The scripts and scores may transcend national borders, but are typically 
aligned with audience experience and preferences. Technology helps to preserve past performances, to enhance 
innovative new productions, and to increase audience access. Impresarios and directors for each type of 
production are responsive to their usual audience, but also seek to broaden their audience with live and 
recorded highlights or entire performances. A cascade of learning and evaluation helps to prepare for progress; 
and inclusion by composers, directors, performers and the audience. Excellent results depend on collective 
contributions, as reflected in the credits and reviews. 
 
 How well does this metaphor of a diverse audience for performing arts productions generally, composed 
of many types of events aligned with their main audience, suggest implications for the process and results of 
diverse adult and continuing education activities (and the audience that they serve)? What widespread barriers 
could be reduced to enhance lifelong learning and societal change for our audience of adult learners and groups, 
as well as for the practitioners, scholars, and funders? What types of mutually beneficial collaborations might 
be explored?  
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GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 

 We are all familiar with the advice to think global and act local. This applies to provision of learning 
opportunities for adults as well as environmental sustainability. But, this is easier said than done. 
 
 Connections between local action and global concepts can be strengthened when practitioners and 
scholars engage in mutually beneficial collaboration. Examples include: a local series of monthly workshop 
sessions and readings on improving professional learning (Knox, 2016); preparation of a simulation for ongoing 
assessment of faculty proficiencies to help adults learn; and an International Compendium of Adult and 
Continuing Education to map the knowledge base of the field and increase access to major concepts and 
examples by scholars and practitioners in various countries and parts of the field.   
https://sites.google.com/site/icacecompendium/ 
 
 Such examples illustrate features of mutually beneficial teamwork for collaborative inquiry that are 
beneficial for scholars, practitioners, and participants served by adult learning opportunities. Scholarly 
practitioners can share their understanding of local conditions and opportunities. Scholars of practice can draw 
from their familiarity with relevant publications and examples in the spirit of international comparative analysis. 
This perspective and understanding of each partner to such effective collaboration can be enriched to the 
benefit of the adult learners and their communities that are served. 
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